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George’s

For Angelos,
all roads led
to Morristown

Editor’s note: This is a
continuation of George Angelopoulos’s story, as begun
in last Sunday’s edition of
the Citizen Tribune.
The Little Dutch Restaurant has been an Iconic
Morristown landmark since
1939. First
opened
in
1939,
the
restaurant is
now owned
by George
(Angelos)
by
Angelopoulos and mainJim
tains a stellar
Claborn
reputation. A
friendly and
distinguished business man,
George has come a long
way from his early roots in
the tiny village of Velota,
Greece. Born in 1945, one
of seven children, George’s
father had lost an arm while
fighting Communist in the
Greek Civil War which followed World War II.
With work hard to find in
his ravaged birth country,
George would leave home at
age 12 to first take a job in
Athens that paid the equivalent of 33 cents a day. He
would soon move on to better mostly restaurant jobs. At
18, he would enter the Greek
Navy. With a background in
restaurant work, he would
get a visa to come to the
U.S. to work with his older
brother in Knoxville. After
moving to Johnson City with
his younger brother, Tommy,
to work at his older brother’s
place the two would miss
Knoxville and their church,
and would decide to move
closer back to Knoxville.
While in Johnson City they
had met Frank Lorino’s
widow and with her recommendation, decided to give
Morristown a look. George
takes his story from here.
“I was 27 years old when
we first came to Morristown
in 1973,” he told. “We first
looked at a motel that had
a restaurant, but decided
against it. The Little Dutch
had already changed through
three or four hands since Mr.
Lorino’s death when we first
saw it. People would come
and go without paying their
bills and there were no parking spaces for the restaurant
at the time. Herbert Bacon
was the first person I met
and helped to get Joe Bryant
to rent us the building. We
would buy it five years later.
H.E. Williams at the Bank

Back
When

of Commerce also helped
us. We thought that this
was it and started cleaning
and painting the place. Mrs.
Lorino and Lina Coffey were
a big help to us in the beginning. Mrs. Lorino introduced
us to many of the people in
town
and
helped with
the
front
management.
“When we
first opened
we were taking in $150
a day and
we thought
that we could
soon
take
in $500 a day. We kept our
prices low and after three
months, we were taking in
$2,000 on weekends. Business got so good that we had
to remodel again and have remodeled several times since.
At first there were no parking spaces for Little Dutch
customers. Taylor Jobbing,
a food distribution company,
was right next door, along
with an empty warehouse
on the other side. Across the
street was a burned-down
building that belonged to
Hale Brothers. All these
properties would eventually
be purchased to turn into our
current parking lots.
“My wife, Ourania ‘Nina’
Evgeniou was a neighbor in
Athens and lived across from
us. She was the best friend of
my sister and I left when she
was a kid, but when I came
back for a visit she was a
young lady. We were married in Greece in her church
in 1976. For Nina it was her
first experience leaving her
home and being so far away.
The language barrier was
another hurdle for her. However, over time, she eventually learned to speak the language and began to feel more
at home because of how the
people in Morristown made
her feel welcomed. Today
Nina helps in much of the
operation of the restaurant.
“My wife and I have
five daughters and they all
worked here doing any job
needed since they were 12
years old. They learned good
work habits and how to balance a checkbook. It was another school for them. Today
they’ve all graduated from
U.T. Knoxville and have
good degrees.”
George and Nina’s family has grown since then
to include sons-in-law and
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Top: Little Dutch Restaurant owner George (Angelos) Angelopoulos at work. Above: George
and Nina (Angelos) Angelopoulos (center) with the Little Dutch Restaurant staff at a recent
celebration.
grandchildren. Their daughters and sons-in-law are Dina
and Brad Beelaert, Soula
and Sandeep Kalsi, Mia and
Aaron King, Angelik Angelopoulos, and Christina and
Adam Walker. Their grandchildren are Eli, Luke, Jake,
Eleni, Alec, and Warren, and
they have another on the
way.
“I’ve been in this country
for 49 years and I’ve been
a U.S. citizen for 44 years.
When we first came here
we worked 16 or 17 hours
a day and only started taking vacations when the kids
came. In 1979, we opened
Angelos’ on the west end of
town. I came back to the Little Dutch while my brother
Tommy stayed at Angelos’
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and ran that restaurant.
“We’re open from 11 until 9 on Mondays through
Saturdays and are closed on
Sundays. We have 22 people
on our staff, some of which
are part time. Some of our
staff members have been
here since the beginning.
Maggie Whitehead has been

here for 45 years and Carl
Kesterson started here when
he was 16 and is now 60. We
consider all our employees
as family.
“Due to the long running
history of the Little Dutch,
we’ve had many of our local, state and national politicians visit the restaurant.

We’ve also had many movie
celebrities eat here. One of
the best parts of our job is
getting to see so many of our
regular customers and meeting new people each day.”
George’s story is a prime
example of using purpose,
passion and drive to build a
successful life.

